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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 28, 2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cannon et 

al (US 6,510,209) in view of (Browne et al (WO 92/22983) in further view of Vallone et al 

(US 6,642,939). 

[claim 1] 

/ 

In regard to Claim 1, Cannon et al discloses a video recorder programming device comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 09/909,179 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2616 

• Means for communicating between a user and said video recording programming 
device through a telephone connection (Column 2 Lines 5-15 describes that a 
user can communicate and thereby remotely interact with video recording system 
through a telephone system as further seen in Figure 2); 

• Means for storing voice messages transmitted by said user through said means 
for communicating (Figure 2 shows telephone answering device 105 
incorporated into a telephone answering machine 202 wherein the telephone 
answering machine is able to store voice messages transmitted by the user 
through the communicating means/telephone as further described in Column 3 
Lines 22-30 and 50-67); 

• Means for transmitting audio data to said user through said means for 
communicating to prompt said user to send recording parameter data (Column 4 
Lines 18-35 describe the transmitting of audio data to the user through the voice 
prompts which prompts user for recording parameter data); 

• Means for receiving and storing recording parameter data transmitted by said 
user as DTMF tones corresponding to keys on a telephone keypad through said 
means for communicating (Column 3 Lines 25-30 describe the means for 
receiving and storing the recording parameter in the telephone answering device 
105 as seen in Figure 2 wherein data being transmitted is through DTMF signals 
or voice command signals); however, fails to disclose 

o Wherein the means for receiving and storing said recording parameter 
data further includes means for determining if a video recorder controlled 
by the video recorder programming device has sufficient storage to store 
video information corresponding to the recording parameter data and 
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other video information that has not yet been recorded corresponding to 
previously stored recording parameter and for prompting the user for 
instructions if the video recorder does not have a sufficient storage to 
store the video information and wherein the instructions prompt the user 
to select between overwriting recorded video information or editing the 
previously stored recording parameter data 
Browne discloses a system wherein the user selects and records programs based on various 
criteria. The user can select the programs through entering through the input device (remote 
controller) or through voice commands as seen in Figure 1 2. Also, the user can determine the 
amount of storage remains for recording as seen in Figure 3 storage allocation 305. This allows 
the user to be informed of the amount of available space for recording and insures the user that 
recording of the program will be successful. Vallone et al additionally discloses a multimedia 
time scheduling system wherein programs are prioritized in determining what programs are to 
be deleted in accordance with previously recorded shows and currently recording shows as 
seen in Figure 17 elements 1702-1704. The icons of 1702-1704 allow the user to determine if 
the program will be saved for a number of days or erased due to storage issues as further 
described in Column 15 Lines 33+. The use of prioritizing programs allows for proper storage of 
programs in accordance with importance of programs. Therefore, it would be obvious to of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the recording system, as disclosed by 
Cannon et al, and incorporate a system that give the user access to the amount of storage 
remains on the recording medium, as disclosed by Browne et al, and further incorporate a 
system that allows the programs to have priorities for the user to determine importance of 
programs, as disclosed by Vallone et al. 
[claims 2, 9, 11, & 14] 
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In regard to Claims 2, 9, 11, and 14 Cannon et al discloses a video recorder programming 
device and method, as recited in Claim 1, with the additional limitations comprising: 

• Means for communicating between a user and said video recorder programming 
device through a telephone connection (Figure 1 shows the telephone answering 
device which allows a user to communicate to the video recorder programming 
device as further described in Column 2 Lines 53-65); 

• Means for storing voice messages transmitted by said user through said means 
for communicating (Column 3 Lines 30-32 describes the answering machine 204 
is used in a conventional manner of storing voice messages); 

• Means for transmitting audio data to said user through said means for 
communicating to prompt said user to send recording parameter data (Column 4 
Lines 18-27 describes the system which prompts the user to set recording 
parameters); 

• Means for receiving and storing said recording parameter data transmitted by 
said user as DTMF tones corresponding to keys on a telephone keypad through 
said means for communicating (Column 4 Lines 28-35 describes the use of 
DTMF tones that correspond to the telephone keypad which is used for 
communicating); 

• means for starting the recording process by a video recorder responsive to the 
stored parameters including an infrared signal transmitter that transmits a 
command to the video recorder causing the video recorder to enter a 
programming mode, that transmits the parameters to the video recorder as the 
program and that transmits a command to the video recorder to leave the 
programming mode (Column 4 Lines 48-65 describes the starting of the 
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recording process wherein an infrared signaling unit is used to transmit 
parameters). 

[claim 3] 

In regard to Claim 3, Cannon et al discloses a device wherein the parameters include a channel 
number and a start time (Column 1 Lines 33-53 describes the parameters used for 
programming to include a channel number and a start time), 
[claims 4, 10, & 13] 

In regard to Claims 4, 10, and 13, Cannon et al discloses a device and method further 
comprises a mass storage device and the means for the starting the recording process causes 
the decoded television signal to be stored in the mass storage device as the video recorder 
(Column 2 Lines 45 describes the video cassette recorder wherein the recorded program is 
recorded to and thereby meeting the limitation of a mass storage device), 
[claim 5] 

In regard to Claim 5, Cannon et al discloses a device and method for storing audio messages 
comprises a telephone answering machines (Figure 2 shows a telephone answering machine 
as well as described in Column 3 Lines 23-30). 
[claim 7] 

In regard to Claim 7, Cannon et al discloses a device and method of programming a video 
recorder as disclosed in Claim 1 with the additional limitations: 

• Enabling telephone communications between a user and a set top box when the 
user is a t a location remote to the set top box (Column 2 Lines 5-21 describes 
that the user uses a telephone to remotely interact with the set top box); 

• Transmitting audio data to the user to prompt the user to transmit audio 
programming data including start time data and one of stop time data and 
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duration data (Column 5 Lines 43-54 describes the transmitting of audio data and 
the prompting for the user for additional data); 

• Receiving the audio programming data into the set top box through said 
telephone communications and converting the audio programming data into 
command data for the video recording device (Figure 4 shows receiving and 
converting of audio programming data into command data wherein is further 
described in Column 5 Lines 13-67); and, 

• Transmitting the command data to the video recording device (Column 5 Lines 
60-67 describes the transmitting of the command to the video recording device); 
however, fails to disclose 

o Wherein the means for receiving and storing said recording parameter 
data further includes means for determining if a video recorder controlled 
by the video recorder programming device has sufficient storage to store 
video information corresponding to the recording parameter data and for 
prompting the user for instructions if the video recorder does not have a 
sufficient storage to store the video information 
Browne discloses a system wherein the user selects and records programs based on 
various criteria. The user can select the programs through entering through the input 
device (remote controller) or through voice commands as seen in Figure 12. Also, the 
user can determine the amount of storage remains for recording as seen in Figure 3 
storage allocation 305. This allows the user to be informed of the amount of available 
space for recording and insures the user that recording of the program will be 
successful. Therefore, it would be obvious to of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the recording system, as disclosed by Cannon et al, and incorporate a 
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system that give the user access to the amount of storage remains on the recording 
medium, as disclosed by Browne et al. 
[claims 6 & 8] 

In regard to Claims 6 and 8, Cannon et al discloses a device and method wherein the set top 
box further includes telephone answering machine functionality and the method further 
comprises the step of receiving predetermined audio data to switch the set top box from the 
answering machine functionality prior to receiving the audio programming data (Column 5 Lines 
30-42 describes the telephone answering machine functionality wherein receiving the data and 
switching from answering machine function to receiving programming data), 
[claim 12] 

In regard to Claim 12, Cannon et al discloses a device and method of programming a video 
recorder comprising: 

• Detecting an incoming telephone call by a set top box containing an automated 
answering machine (Column 3 Lines 40-50 describes the detection of an 
incoming call); 

• Enabling telephone communication between user and set top box (Column 3 
Lines 50-67 describes the enabling of the telephone communication to the set 
top box); and 

• Detecting, receiving, and transmitting a programming signal transmitted by said 
user through said telephonic communication to said automated answering 
machine (Column 3 Lines 50-67 and Column 5 Lines 20+ describes the 
detecting, receiving, and transmitting of a program signal from an automated 
answering machine and thereby programming the video cassette recorder) 
however, fails to disclose 
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o Wherein the means for receiving and storing said recording parameter 
data further includes means for determining if a video recorder controlled 
by the video recorder programming device has sufficient storage to store 
video information corresponding to the recording parameter data and for 
prompting the user for instructions if the video recorder does not have a 
sufficient storage to store the video information 
Browne discloses a system wherein the user selects and records programs based on 
various criteria. The user can select the programs through entering through the input 
device (remote controller) or through voice commands as seen in Figure 12. Also, the 
user can determine the amount of storage remains for recording as seen in Figure 3 
storage allocation 305. This allows the user to be informed of the amount of available 
space for recording and insures the user that recording of the program will be 
successful. Therefore, it would be obvious to of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the recording system, as disclosed by Cannon et al, and incorporate a 
system that give the user access to the amount of storage remains on the recording 
medium, as disclosed by Browne et al. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Young (US 4,706,121) 

• Levine (US 5,748,716). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamie Vent whose telephone number is 571-272-7384. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. Effective July 15, 2005, 
the Central Fax Number will change to 571-273-8300. Faxes sent to the old number 
(703-872-9306) will be routed to the new number until September 15, 2005. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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